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Are you short of
work space’?

" et that off the kitchen table.” "How long will

that be sitting there?” "Do you have to

rebuild those shocks in bed?” Such state-

ments are not uncommaon around my house.
1 do have workbench space, but sometimes, T neved a change
of scenery while [ build or repair one of my RC trucks
Late-night maintenance is frequent, so | like o set up my
work area on the floor in front of the TV so that | can catch
a little "Law & Order” or "CS1" while | work. If | don’l
complete the task, the tools, parts and vehicle stayv on the
floor where [ leave them until | get back to them. With a 3-
vear-old son scampering about and a spouse who prefers
to keep things tidy, this presents a problem. The solution
that I-..-}-r me out of the L|||F11|,11_|-.u came to me as | was

enjoving a leisurely stroll through the local dollar store. Tts

il cost was less than 515, and it requires hardly any
elfort to set up

THE CONCEPT
My objective wis to find a way toset up shop anywhens in
my house without having to leave things strewn about
between work sessions —something that would keep my
things safe from my son's curious paws and not subject
my wife to the sight of greasy gears-and shock parts all the
time. It would, howewver, have to be sasy to clear away
because | knew that if it wasn't, | would just leave it out

If vou are new to the hobby, voo will soon find out that
plastic storage bins of various shapes and szes have unlim-
ited uses for RC stuff. T use them for evervthing from
scrubbing tires and cleaning engines to storing entire vehi-
cles and spare parts, Small, inexpensive drawer units make
nice secondary toolboxes. For §6, 1 picked up a bin large
enough to hold a Vio-2cale truck. My idea was to work
inside the bin and then replace the lid when | had finighed for the
day. In theory, it was a good idea, but having to reach over the walls
of the bin was awkward. The solution? | flipped it over and use the

Inaspensive plastic pet food dishas and miscallanscus baskets are cheap
sccessories for & portable workspace. | spant $2_28 on these. Put a pisce aof
non-slip sheit liner inside the dish to limit the movemant of small parts,
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lid as a bench top and put the bin over it as-if my parts and pleces
were a chocolate cake

e plastic lid is slick, so parts and hardware slide around and
could bounce off onto the carpet. A large 53 bath fowel laid across
the lid does a couple of I'I|Ir'|_g'\- it keeps parts whaere they' re put and
acts as an extended work area outside the hid. If | don’t complete a
task before it's time to clean up, | can put loose items on the lid
around the vehicle and flip the towel up and over top to keep things
where | need them

TOOL TROUGH & SCREW KEEPERS

A second sel of the tools you most often use is essential to a portable
F

work area. | found small oblong baskets—three for $1.25. They keep

my tools handy and help make cleanup quick and painless, and
that's essential if I'mactually going to cleéan up
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hate to lose screws, locknuts and E-c ||E1-. when we work on
wir vehicles, Cat-food dighes like the ones | found are ideal for hard-
ware and small parts. A couple of strong neodymium magnets taped
tor thee bottom will prevent metal items from jumping out when you
mowve the dish. Cut non-slip drawer liner to fit the inside of the dish

and prevent things from sliding sround too much at deanup time.




