 If you would have asked me what profession I wanted to be in when I grew up, I would have said I wanted to be an engineer. Since I was 7 years old, I’ve had a particular interest in computers and electronic devices. Once we acquired our first home computer anything that went wrong with it, I was the go-to-guy to get it back up and running again. [this sentence is still a bit clumsy and needs revision] Wondering how the computer transferred our commands into actions sparked my interest in the computer software field. As I grew up I realized that to pursue my passion as an engineer I would need to develop a set of skills that would help me reach my future goals. 

 [This sounds like the boy scout motto. 
Don't lecture what an engineer is. The teacher is an engineering prof, and you are a student. Demonstrate you understand these principals by listing examples from your own life and how you live up to them. Just saying you are something doesn't make it so.]

I plan to study software engineering with a focus towards aerospace engineering. Particularly, I am interested in programming missiles and missile defense systems as applied towards national defense or the space industry. I intend on pursuing a master’s degree with the eventual goal of becoming a project manager. I wish to have creative freedom to apply my skills, as well as mentor junior engineers to help build them up within the various programs. [is this really your goal, or just what you CnP’d from my post? Don’t let my wording define your aspirations. The tone is right, but make this your own.]

I have very high standards for myself as  I know that I have the skills and the will to get there. [where is “there” exactly?] My persistence helps me to get the job done, just as it did when I first began working on computers. I had no real knowledge of how computers worked, but I wanted to get the problem solved and worked through it until the computer was back in running order..My current goal for self-improvement is that I can take longer than I want to finish projects because I can spend considerable amounts of time working out all the details. I am trying to better   focus to keep my eye on the essential details to produce a product that meets my own and a potential employer’s high standards while making efficient use of my time.
